Rio Hondo College Library
Fall 2011
Brainstorming to Develop a Research Strategy for a Problem
Problem: 
Drilling for Oil
 Matrix Oil Co.'s has submitted a proposal to drill for oil in the Whittier hills.  Your group has been nominated to do a presentation for The Whittier Planning Commission, who will hold a public hearing soon. The City of Whittier has nominated your group to present a strong argument either for or against of this proposed drilling project, as well as your recommendations to the commission.  
1.  Set-up:
A. Select a writer to record notes about the discussion and for the numbered items (numbers 1 – 7).
B. Select a speaker to report at the end.
C. Everyone participate in the discussion.
2.  Brainstorm about the issues associated with the problem.
Examples: 
· Where can a person go to get help?
3.  Select one of the issues to research.

4. Devise a research strategy, that is, what steps will you take to conduct and complete the research for this problem.
See the Library Home Page http://library.riohondo.edu  for some ideas for where you will find your research material.  Also on the Library Home Page see “The Research Paper, Ten Steps to Researching it Right”.
5.  Write down your research strategy.  Use a separate sheet of paper.
6.  Determine what types of materials you will use:
	Information from:
	Will this information be useful to the issue?
	How will this information source be located?

	Books


	
	

	Journal Articles

	
	

	Magazine Articles

	
	

	Newspaper Articles

	
	

	Subject Guides

	
	

	Online Databases


	
	

	Interview an expert 


	
	

	Conduct a survey 

of____________


	
	Whom will you survey?  What kinds of survey questions will you ask?


	Other


	
	


The Wrap-Up:
7.  Present the research strategy and your groups’ experience at the end of the session.
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